Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in our events. Did your email change?  Be first to be notified of park events.  Call or email us with your contact info. and get on our mailing list.  Only got snail mail?  That’s OK; we’ll send you a park brochure as they come out.  
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Last Camping trip not go too well?

Join us at Ridley Creek State Park 

For a wide variety of fun, educational 

And bear-free programs.  Spring 2009

Need to contact us?

Education office 610-892-3908     Fax 610-892-3906 

Education Dept. email ra-nrspridlenved@state.pa.us
Web page www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/parks/ridleycreek.aspx
Park Office open March-October, Daily 8-4        610-892-3900

Park mailing address 1023 sycamore Mills Road, Media, PA 19063

Directions via the Internet enter 351 Gradyville Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073 and follow signs.

Park location between Routes 3 and 1 and between Routes 252 and 352.

Programs for Children
Hide-n-Seekers Preschool Nature Club

Park Office

10:00-11:30 am or 1:00-2:30 pm
Tuesdays 3/24- 6/2 Cancelled 4/7&4/14  

This ongoing nature club for children ages 4-5 focuses on hikes, demonstrations, exploration, games, hands-on activities, learning and discussion.   Children who attend for 5 or more sessions receive a badge and certificate.  Nature Club is free, but there is a $1 charge for homework coloring book.  Classes will be held in the park office and outdoors.  Children should be pre-registered and prepared for the weather. Call 610-892-3908 or email   ra-nrspridlenved@state.pa.us  for info or to register your child.  Space is limited to 10 children.  FREE. 
Watershed Wrap Up Home school program

Park Office

10 am-1 pm

Thursdays,  9/10 9/24, 10/8, 10/22 

Homeschoolers grades 4th-7th

This program will use Ridley Creek to demonstrate the importance of and how a watershed works.  We will monitor, hypothesize, observe, record and write about the creek.  All equipment and waders will be provided as needed. Classes will  be held in the park office and  outdoors.  Children should be pre-registered and prepared for the weather. Call 610-892-3908 or email  ra-nrspridlenved@state.pa.us  for info or to register your child.  Space is limited to 10 children.  FREE.
[image: image2.wmf]                             Individual events

Get Outdoors and go… Birding
Learn Birding by Ear & Sight 

Area 8 Pavilion

7:30–9:30 am

Sunday, April 19 

Leading our hike will be long-time nature observer, Richard Bieler.  First timers and experienced birders are welcome to join us on one of the most unexplored areas of the park and richest in bird life.  Ridley Creek State Park has been designated as an Important Bird Area by the Audubon Society. Cameras and spotting scopes welcome.  Richard will tell us how to recognize birds through their field markings and their calls.  Binoculars will be available for loan for adults and children.  Please call 610-892-3908 and listen to message regarding cancellation if bad weather is predicted. FREE.                       Shhhhhh...Lets keep talking to a minimum!

Get to Know your Park.  

Join us for an Open House

Park Office

1-4 PM

Sunday, April 19 

Meet park staff, ask questions, go on a guided hike of the famous White Trail, sign your child up for camp, tell us your ideas and find out about membership and volunteer opportunities.  Refreshments will be available.  

Representing the park will be:

· Pennsylvania Resources Council

(   Hidden Valley Farms

· Chester Ridley Crum Watershed Association

(   Delco Anglers

 

· Friends of Ridley Creek State Park 

(   Colonial Pennsylvania Plantation

· Ridley Creek Environmental Education 

· Delaware Valley Orienteering Association will be doing a program 10-1pm

Hike will meet at Park office 1:30 pm.  Wear sturdy boots for rugged uphill trails of moderate difficulty; bring water and dress for the weather.  FREE.
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Enjoying the Outdoors: 

The Basics of Over Night Camping

Area 17
Saturday, May 2,  1 pm –Sunday May 3, 10 am   
[image: image8.wmf]This program is for those who wish to learn about hiking, camping and cooking outdoors without leaving a trace.  Staying overnight is not required, but recommended.  $10 per person camping,$7 per person not camping ($2 off with Colonial PA Plantation admission).  Persons not staying overnight and children under 8 must leave the park by 10 pm.  
[image: image9.wmf]Agenda: First we’ll have a hamburger and hot dog lunch. Then we’ll learn about outdoor gear, front country etiquette, setting up a campsite, cooking and fire safety.  After we’ve set up our campsite we will use mountain man recipes to prepare family-style meals and a Dutch oven dessert.  After dinner we will go on an evening hike, sit around the fire, make S’mores and hot chocolate.  Breakfast is a surprise mountain man delicacy, but for those a little less adventurous, pastries/coffee/ juice/milk will be available.  WHAT TO BRING:  your own camping gear/tent (some loaner tents will be available with reservation), water bottles, flatware, binoculars (loaner binoculars will be available), camera, a reliable flashlight/lantern per person, a mug, marshmallow roasting stick, chair/blankets and personal items. Wear sturdy shoes and dress for the weather.   If you have special dietary restrictions please bring your own food.  Cookware, plates, cooking utensils, food, recipes will be provided. Participants should be able to hike 1-1.5 miles on rugged trails.    Meet at the playground in Area 17.  Registration is required and participation is limited to 12.  Call 610-892-3908, email   ra-nrspridlenved@state.pa.us, for info or to make a reservation.  Persons with financial hardships may attend at no cost. This event will cancel in the event of heavy rain, lightening or high winds.  Please call 610-892-3908 and listen to message regarding cancellation if bad weather is predicted.

On your way into the park Saturday or home Sunday stop by the Colonial PA Plantation in Area 4 and watch the Reenactment of the Revolutionary War.  Adults will be given a $2 discount with proof of admission.   For more info. about the reenactment, 610-566-1725, cpp@netsscape.com,  www.colonialplantation.org
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Try Fishing without a license

Area 17 playground for June 7 only

Session 1 10AM-12:30 pm

Session 2 12PM-2:20 PM

State wide May 23 & June 7
[image: image11.wmf]For 2 days every year you can try your hand at fishing all over PA without investing in a license.  All other rules and regulations will still apply.  This is a great opportunity for newcomers to give it a try without the expense of buying equipment, the worms or the license.  On Sunday, June 7, Delco Anglers will teach 2 sessions of spin casting.  Reservations required. Session 1,  10-12:30    pm and Session 2,  12-2:30 pm.  If you want a reservation or need more info. call 610-892-3908 or  ra-nrspridlenved@state.pa.us.    Fishing rods, lessons, bait and tackle will be provided on June 7 only at no charge (equipment for loan with ID).  A $1 donation per person graciously accepted. Bring folding chair, drinks, snacks and appropriate container if you plan on taking home your catch.

On May 23 you must have your own equipment and are welcome to fish throughout the park or in lakes, rivers and creeks throughout PA on your own, with or without a fishing license or trout stamp.  All anglers must obey season dates, sizes, creel limits, tackle restrictions and any other posted restrictions.  Lessons and equipment loan will cancel in the event of rain, lightening or high winds. Please call 610-892-3908 and listen to message regarding cancellation if bad weather is predicted.  FREE
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[image: image13.wmf]National Wildlife Federation ‘s Great

American Backyard Camp Out!

[image: image14.wmf]        Area 13

Saturday June 27, 7pm-Sunday June 28, 10AM
[image: image15.wmf]Join thousands of campers across the country for National Wildlife Federation’s Fifth Annual Great American Backyard Campout.   Remember when you were a child and sleeping under the stars and sharing stories around the campfire were favorite pastimes? Celebrate these summertime traditions again and make new friends.

 We’ll snack on S’mores, hot chocolate and gaze at the blanket of stars or clouds as the case might be.  We will learn about nature at night and take a hike.  The focus of this program is to reattach with nature, so turn off your TVs, iPods, Play Stations, computers, and cell phones and experience a night outside.   Sleeping over is recommended, but not required.  Persons not staying overnight and children under 8 must leave the park by 10 pm.  $5 per person camping. $2 per person not camping.  [image: image16.wmf]Everyone should bring a blanket they can lay on, a folding lawn chair, water bottle, reliable flash light/lantern per person, mug, marshmallow roasting stick, sturdy hiking boots and dress for the weather.

[image: image17.wmf]In addition, campers should bring personal items and camping gear, (some tents/binoculars will be available for loan with a reservation).  Participants should be able to hike 1-1.5 miles on rugged, possibly slippery trails.  A continential breakfast will be provided.   Registration is required, call  610-892-3908  or email  ra-nrspridlenved@state.pa.us.  This event will cancel in the event of  rain, lightening or high winds.  Please call 610-892-3908 and listen to message reguarding cancellation if bad weather is predicted.  Persons with financial hardships may attend at no cost. Bring your own food if you have dietary restrictions. Need help preparing for the campout?  Check out The National Wildlife Federation’s website www.nwf.org/BackyardCampout
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Summer heat making you batty?

[image: image21.wmf]Then we need YOU!    We’re counting bats!
Area 8 pavilion

6 –9 pm, Friday, July 3
Help us save Pennsylvania’s bats by participating in a research program sponsored by the PA Game Commission.  Join us for a talk about bats, (why bats are such an important species, causes for their decline, an explanation about why we’re counting them and directions on how to do it), then we’ll hike .5 mile down the bridal trail to the bat roosting area.   Once we get to the bat roosting area, we’ll need to be quiet so as not to disturb them.  Please do not bring anyone who will be unable to remain quiet.  Bring water, snacks, a light folding chair, flashlights.  Wear study boots for rugged trails, dress for the weather.  This program will cancel in the event of rain, high winds or lightening.  Please call 610-892-3908 and listen to message reguarding cancellation if bad weather is predicted.  Got bats in your neighborhood?  Impress your neighbors and count your own bats, you’ll get a bat counting pack to take home.  FREE
____________________________________________________________________________

On Going Events

 Campfire club
Area 17 playground

8-11 pm Fridays, March 27, 

April 24, May 15, June 5, 

July 24, august 28

Campfire Club will meet one Friday a month to enjoy the warmth of a campfire, roast marshmallows, meet new friends and take a night hike.   $2 per person.  S’mores, popcorn and hot chocolate will be provided.  Please bring your own folding chair, marshmallow roasting stick, flashlight and mug.  Dress for the weather, sturdy hiking boots are suggested.  Trails are rugged and may be slippery.  Must pre-register for this event at 610-892-3908 or  ra-nrspridlenved@state.pa.us. This event will cancel in the event of rain, lightening or high winds.  Call 610-892-3908 and listen to message regarding cancellation if bad weather is predicted.                   Musicians strongly encouraged to bring their instruments!

Hike with fido, or without 

Weekly hiking club

Area 8 pavilion  
7-9 pm, Tuesdays, starting 3/31–ongoing

Cancelled4/7,  4/14 & 8/4

The bridal trail, traditionally only used by those on horseback, winds through some of the most beautiful, but least known parts of the park.    Friendly, well-behaved dogs that will not frighten horses are welcome.  Each week a different topic regarding walking, pets or the park will be discussed.   Dogs must remain leashed, dog waste must be removed and bringing water for your dog is suggested.  Dress for the weather, sturdy hiking boots are suggested, trail may be muddy! This event will cancel in the event of heavy rain, lightening or high winds. Please call 610-892-3908 and listen to message regarding cancellation if bad weather is predicted. Dog not required.  Topics for discussion welcome. FREE

Nature Kids Day Camp 

This is a rigorous program designed for rugged outdoor-loving kids.  It is not designed to toughen up or introduce children to nature.

Park Office, second floor

9 am-1 pm,  Monday-Friday   

Session I  June 15-26 / Session II July 6-17 /Session III  August 10-21

Each session is 2 weeks long.  No before or after care is available.  Children may attend multiple sessions or break up a session.  Appropriate for children ages 8 and up.   Children 14 and over are encouraged to volunteer as Counselors In Trainings.  15 children / session.

Space is limited to first come, first served. To reserve a spot, complete the last page of this pamphlet, include full payment for each child and make check out to P.P.F.F.  (PA Parks &Forestry Fund) and send to    RCSP, Education Dept, 1023 Sycamore Mills Road, Media, PA  19063.  Once we receive your payment we’ll send you an application for each child.  Persons experiencing financial hardships may send their child at no cost after submitting a letter of explanation.  If sessions fill up a waiting list will be made available.  
Expectations of Nature Kids

I have explained and my child has agreed not to take risks, which may endanger themselves, park staff, visitors, other campers, plants or animals.  Campers that are chronically disruptive, dropped off or picked up late, take unnecessary risks regarding safety, do not listen to staff, kill or injure bugs/animals, throw trash, hurt plants/trees and commit vandalism may be excluded from Nature Kids camp without refund. 

Nature Kids are Tough!

Parks are inherently dangerous places.  My child and I accept that bumps, scrapes, scratches, poison ivy, insect bites, ticks and occasionally more serous injuries are all part of exploring and studying nature.  Summer is a time of unpredictable weather.  Nature Kids will be expected to go outside in summer showers, be able to tolerate hot humid days and take .5-1 mile long hikes.
All sessions will include 

· Fishing every Wednesday


●       Stream study

· Wildlife Program



●       Hikes 

· Visit to Colonial PA Plantation

●       Map and compass

· Overnight camping program

●       Wilderness survival 

Optional campfire cookout & overnight camping the last Friday of each session for campers and their families. FREE. (Bring own camping gear, burgers/hotdogs; children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult if camping.)  Some camping equipment will be available for loan, no experience necessary.  A continental breakfast will be provided. 

Have an inexpensive camera you can send with your child?  We’ve got photo contests they can enter.

Campers will spend most of the day in the park away from the park office.  Dropping off late or picking up early is strongly discouraged for this reason.  If this cannot be avoided, children will be allowed to wait in the lobby, but supervision may not be available.

Children should bring a nonperishable sack lunch, snacks, drinks and water daily.  Please put lunch in a plastic bag rather than paper or lunch box.  Disposable containers will allow your child to throw away lunch leftovers rather than hike around with empty reusable containers.

Got free time???

We’re looking for people to assist with camp.  Perfect for teens, parents whose children are enrolled or anyone else who loves nature and kids. Children whose parent volunteers can attend free or at substantial discount.

Nature Kids Camp Enrollment Form 

Cost is $120/session or $60/week.  Scholarships are available to those in need with letter of explanation.  Please complete this page and mail this page only with a check for the total payment (credit cards not accepted). Calculate cost by multiplying the number of children by the number of weeks by $60.   Checks should be made payable to P.P.F.F. (PA Parks & Forestry Fund).  Send to: Education Department, RCSP, 1023 Sycamore Mills Road, Media, PA 19063.  Once we receive your payment one application form per child will be sent to you.  Full payments are expected unless previous arrangements have been made.  To keep costs down, deposits are no longer accepted.

One application per child, how many will you need? _______               




Will a parent be volunteering?   Yes      No

(Children whose parents volunteer can attend for free.  A free criminal background check will first have to be completed and takes approximately 2 weeks.)

Number of children to attend Session I (6/15-6/26) ______   half  session     full session

Number of children to attend session II (7/6-7/17) ______    half  session     full session

Number of children to attend Session III (8/10-8/21)  ______   half  session     full session

Cost

Number                         
      Number 

of weeks  _________  X  $60/week X  of kids  __________ =  Total $ _________

Name and address, email or fax number where application form should be sent ____________________________________________________________________

Phone number if we have a question about your form______________________________

Add me to your mailing list.  Here is my address (email preferred). ____________________________________________________________________

Disclaimer: our fish may not be this big
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Ranger Stacey asks, “Nature Kids Day Camp depends on volunteers to stay affordable. Can you help?”


The necessary background check is free and confidential.
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